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REMARICS 

The Office Action 

In the Office Action mailed July 28, 2008, claims 1-4 were rejected over particular cited 
prior art, and claims 5-17 were objected to as being multiple dependent claims which ultimately 
depend from other muhiple dependent claims. 

Remarlts 

Applicant respectfully submits that the present Office Action is improper insofar as it 
addresses a set of claims wliich are not at issue. 

In preparing to respond to the present Office Action, Applicant noted that it addresses 
claims which were at issue in the parent PCT appHcation. Applicant submitted a preliminary 
amendment on December 16, 2005 which made revisions to the specification and clahns. The 
cover sheet of this preliminary amendment appears in the file history of the present application 
as is in tlie PAIR system, and bears tlie Patent Office's stamp indicating it was received 
December 16, 2005. (A copy of the cover sheet is attached hereto.) However, tlie claims 
appearing in the file history are tlie ones that were originally filed, and not the amended ones. 
Applicant includes herewitli a copy of the previously filed preliminary amendment. 

Applicant respectfully requests tliat the Patent Office malce of record the correct set of 
claims as set forth in tlie prelimmary amendment and issue a new Office Action with regard to 
those claims. 

Applicant regrets any inconvenience this may have caused to the Examiner and is willing 
to extend any necessary cooperation needed to correct tliis problem. Any questions, comments 
or suggestions tlie Examiner may have should be directed to the undersigned attorney. 
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The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to be 
filed or which should have been filed herewitli (or witli any paper hereafter filed in tliis 
application by this frnn) to our Deposit Account No. 07-1 1 80 



Dated: Respectfully 

// 



Rona|d;3^^ftkowski 
Registration No.: 31,005 

GIFFORD, KRASS, SPRINKLE, ANDERSON 
& CITKOWSKI, P.C. 

2701 Troy Center Drive, Suite 330 

Post Office Box 7021 

Troy, Micliigan 48007-7021 

(248) 647-6000 

(248) 647-5210 (Fax) 

Attorney for Applicant 

Enclosures 
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Preliminary Amendmeni: 

Attorney Docket No. CAF-34902/03 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADE MARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Marshall G. Bailey 

Serial No.: 

Filed; 

For: SCREENING APPARATUS 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Mail StopPCT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above-referenced patent applicaHon. please amend the 
above-referenced application in the following maimer: 



Pr e liminar y Aiiiendmenli 

Attorney Docket No. CAF-34902/03 

IN THE UWITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMAjRK OFFICE 

Applicant: Marshall G. Bailey 

Serial No.: 

Filed: 

For: SCREENING APPARATUS 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Mail Stop PCX 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir 

Prior to examination of tlie above-referenced patent application, please amend the 
above-referenced application in the following maimer: 



AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECEFI CATION 



On page 1, after the title, please add tlie following heading: 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

On page 1, after line 5, please add the following heading: 
BACKGROIMD OF THE INVENTION 

On page 1, after line 15, please add die following heading: 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

On page 6, after line 10, please add the followmg heading: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

On page 7, after line 30, please add tlie following heading: 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



Please add the abstract on die following page: 



ABSTRACT 



The present invention provides a vibratory screening apparatus (1) for use in 
removing solids from a liquid feed, and a baslcet (4) therefore. Tlie apparatus comprises a 
static outer housing (2), and a floating basket vibrafable by a vibrator device (10). The 
basket mounts a slack (7) of screen assemblies (8) provided witli respective flow directing 
trays (9) for receiving filtrates from the screen assemblies. A flow distributor (15) divides 
tlie feed into at least first and a second feed streams and directs tliem onto respective screen 
assemblies, and receives from the flow directing trays, filtrates from respective screen 
assemblies. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



L (Currently Amended) A basket^ suitable for use in a vibratory screening apparatus 
f4^, for use in removing solids from a liquid and solids mixture feed, said basket44^ 
mounting a stack of at least three screen a5semblies-{SVg— j S ■ " ) , with superposed screen 
assemblies separated from each other by a respective flow directing tray ( 9, 31, 37), and 



receiving filtrate from a primary upper screen assembly-fS^ and dividing said filtrate into 
at least a first feed stream and a second feed stream and directing said feed streams onto 
Fe opsGtivQ remainine First and second ones of firat and o G Cond said slack of screen 
assemblies- (S", 8'"J , and receiving filtrate firom a respective remaining screen assembly 
(S'. S") , fi-om said respective flow directing tray(s). 

2. (Currently Amended) A basket-f^ according to claim 1, mounted in a said vibratory 
screening apparatus-fl:^ for use in removing solids fi-om a liquid and solids mixture feed, 
said apparatus further comprising a static outer housing-p), said housing comprising: a 
base support-fS9) formed and arranged for mounting at least one said basket in floating 
mamier so as to be vibratable, in use of the apparatus, by a vibrator device-fl^ formed and 
arranged for vibrating said basket-^, said base support-(-Se) having a sump-^, 61) for 
receiving filiate fiom said basket-f4), and said housing-{-S) having a feed device^4) 
formed and arranged for directing said liquid and solids mixture feed to said basket-(4) 
mounted in said base support-(6&). 

3. ( Cuixentlv Amended) A basket as claimed in claim 1 eireki-TH^wherein said flow 
distributor-fi^ is formed and arranged so as to be switchable between a plurality of 

different flow directing configurations. 

4. (CurieiUlv Amended i A basket as claimed in claim 3 wherein said plurality of flow 
directing configurations includes an intensive screening configuration in which the whole 
of the feed is directed onto said first remaining s creen assembl y (3 ",36) and tlie whole of 
tlie filtrate fi-om said first screen assembl y (S",3 g-) is directed onto said second remaininE 
screen assembl y (S"\ "16) . 




including a flow distributor- (15, 2'\) formed and arranged for 



5. (CuLTenlly Amended) A basket as claimed in claim 3 ep^im^wherein said plurality 
of flow directing coniigurations includes a restricted feed capacity configuration in which 
the whole of the feed is directed onto only one of said first and second temainiug screen 
assemblies- (S", 36, S"', -I S^. and flie filtrate therefiom exhausted directly iiom flie 
apparatus-fl^ without passing through the oUier one of said first and second screen 
assemblies- 

6. (Curreiitl v Amended) A basket as claimed in aHy^He-et&kiB 
said basket has furdier comprises a stack of three screen assemblies-f 

7- fCurrentlv Amended^ A basket as clauned in daimlany^e-ef Glaima 1 to 6 wherein at 
least said primary screen assembl y fS', 3 1^ has a different mesh size from at least one ©fer 
of said remaining screen assembl y assemblies fS\ S", 36, 'Ifi) . 

8. (Cun-entlv Ajnendedl A basket as clauned in claim lmy one of clDiniD 1 to 7 wherein 
said first and second j-emaitn'nE screen assemblies (8', 8", 36, 16) have the same mesh size. 

9. f CuiTentlv Amended) A basket as claimed in c]ainLLaHy^ie-ef^TrB-4-4e-S wherein 
said flow distributor-fl55-34^ defines a plurality of flow pathways provided with Dow 
control devices-f3e), for selective opening orU at least partialU closing of different 
passages (17, ISj . 

10. (Currently Amended) A basket as claimed in claim 9 wherein at least one said flow 
control device-(3G) is selected from the eroui3 consisting essentially of: flap valves-f30^ 
5 0", 20" - ) , sleeve valves, plug valves, and closure plates. 

1 1 • (Currently Amended) A basket as claimed in claun 9 or claim 10 wherein at least one 
said flow control device-fSO) is compH sed comnrises by a weir-fiS^, formed and arrange 
for sub-dividing J_a] said feed into [a] said first feed stream passing over said weir and a 
said second feed stream not passing over said weir. 

12. (Currentiv Aniended) A basket as claimed in claun 1 1 wherein said weir-(35) 
comprises a variable height weir. 

1 3 . (Currently Ajnended) A basket as claimed in clakn 9 a ny-en B of claimS"9 - te - 1 4 
wherein said flow distributo r (15, 2^) includes at least one waU-f6g) formed and arranged 
for defining a plurality of laterally adjacent flow pathways. 



0" 



14. (Cun-ei:it1v Amended] A basket as claimed in claimjLaa^oH e of clium s4-t943- 
wherein tlie now distributor fU) is mounted on tlie basket (4). 



15. fCiiiTemlv Amended) A basket as claimed in c]airaJ.aH5HaHe-el^k#Hs-l-t04J wherein 
the flow distributor-(3^ is coupled to the basket by flexible conduits-p^;). 

16. ( Cun-ent I V Amended) A basket as claimed in claim 2-Br--any one of claitns-j to 3 5 
when-depsHdeat-eB-elaiffl^, wherein said basket-^ forms part of a multi-basket assembly 
comprising a plurality of said baskets, mounted in said static housing-f3^, and wherein said 
housing-p-) has a feed distribution device-U^ formed and arranged for directing said 
liquid and solids mixture feed to aHy-eHs-ef«ere at least one o f said plurality of baskets. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A basket as claimed in claim 2 or any O He-efel aims 3 to 1 - 5 
^vhen-depen dent o H-etaima, wherein said basket-^ Further includes a lateral divider46S^ 
defining independent feed processing mQdules- (28. 29, 69, 7 9^, and wherein said housing 
has a feed distribution device- (71 74) formed and arranged for directing said liquid and 
solids mixture feed to aay-en e or mo re at least one of said basket feed processing modules 
(2 3 . 29, 69r7Q ). 

18. fCLn-rentlv Amended) A basket as claimed in claim l anv one of GlaimB - l -tB-4? 
wherein said flow directing trays-(-9734T37) are formed and arranged so that substantially 
die whole of the filtrate from a screen assembly-fS) directly above said flow directing tray 
[^^ ■ l - ^ ^ can be intercepted thereby, whereby said feed can be substantially fully divided 
into parallel first and second feed streams to respecdve ones of first and second remaining 
screen assemblies-fS-^r^)- 



REMARICS 



If the Examiner has any questions relating to the application, Applicant's attorney 
may.be reached at (248) 647-6000. 



Respectfiilly submitted, 






Judith M. Riley 
RegiBbation No. 31,561 
GiCFoni, Krass, Groh, Sprinkle, 
Anderson & Citkowski, P.C. 
2701 Troy Center Drive, Suite 330 
P.O. Box 7021 
Troy, MI 48007-7021 
(248) 647-6000 
Attorney for Applicant 




